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Chow Oo-boon had great power with the members of the Government,
who were all connected with the royal family; because, besides being
the queen's sister, she was the spirit-medium of the family. As an

instance of her power, he stated that when called in to consult the
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spirits after the late Chow Hona, or second-king, was struck down with
sickness, she boldly told him that the spirits were displeased at his
oppression of the people, and advised him at once to abolish certain

vexatious taxes, particularly the monopoly of arrack, or rice-spirit."®
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CHOW OO-BOON made great preparations for her dinner, which she had
served in European style, on a table beautifully decorated with flowers.
Mrs M'Gilvary furnished the crockery, cutlery, and table-linen, and our
Madras servants superintended the cookery. Among the guests were the
daughters of the queen and princess, three princes, and Phra Udon and
Chow Don, the two Siamese assistant commissioners. Fingers, for the

nonce, gave way to knives and forks, and even Phra Udon, the
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The princess informed me that arrangements had been made for our
starting early on Monday, as, to prevent further delay, she and some of
the princes had agreed to supply us with elephants, and a letter had
been signed by the Court calling upon the governors of the various

provinces to afford us their aid.”’
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% Holt S. Hallett, A thousand miles on an elephant in the Shan states. (N.P.: W.
Blackwood and sons, 1890), 125.
! Ibid.
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